
 

Science and Research 
Advisory Group member 

Volunteer  
Role description  
Team: Research 

Main contact: Chandrabala Shah (Chandrabala.Shah@diabetes.org.uk) 

 

About Diabetes UK  
As Diabetes UK’s leading charity, we strive to achieve a world where diabetes can do no 
harm. We’re here to improve the lives of people living with and at risk of diabetes and seek to 
cure or prevent diabetes. Diabetes UK funded over £6.6 million of research in 2021 to help us 
achieve our ambitions. 

About the role  
Our Science and Research Advisory Group review the broad field of diabetes research and 
make recommendations to the Diabetes UK Board of Trustees on the areas in which the 
Charity should focus its research effort, taking into account the Charity’s various communities. 

Main tasks and activities:  

The key responsibilities of the SRAG members are: 
 

• To work with the Director of Research to formulate a research strategy for the Charity 
on a periodic basis 



 

• To advise the Director of Research and Board on matters relating to science and 
research that will affect how the Charity's research strategy is implemented 

• To maintain a watching brief on the outcome of research funded by the Charity and 
advise the Director of Research accordingly 

• To promote and encourage research into all aspects of diabetes relevant to the Charity 
 

Members of the Science and Research Advisory Group will be required to attend two full-day 
meetings per year. These are normally held in April and September. 

Members of the Science and Research Advisory Group are accountable to the Diabetes UK 
Board of Trustees. On an annual basis, the group will review its performance in accordance 
with a procedure agreed periodically by the Governance & Nominations Committee. 

About you 
Applicants must:  

• Have demonstrable interest in diabetes from a personal, clinical or research perspective 
• Have demonstrable interest in furthering the diabetes research agenda 
• Have an understanding of Diabetes UK, its purpose and its work 
• Have a commitment to confidentiality 
• Willingness to devote necessary time and effort to role 

Diversity of the group 

It is important that the Science and Research Advisory Group represents the diversity of 
people living with diabetes. Members of group will be recruited to ensure representation of: 

• people with different types of diabetes  
• carers of people with diabetes 
• people of all ages 
• people from black, Asian and minority ethnic groups  
• people from different social economic backgrounds 

 
 

What Diabetes UK can offer you 
• Provide members with an induction and additional support, as required. 
• An opportunity to develop your knowledge of diabetes, learn new skills and contribute 

to important research decisions  
• Reimbursement of out of pocket expenses incurred while carrying out activities for 

Diabetes UK, e.g. travel, lunch and accommodation if required. 
 

 



 

Safer recruitment 

We are committed to ensuring that our volunteer recruitment is fair, safe and consistent. The 
recruitment and selection process must therefore be appropriate to the nature of the role. 
Some roles may require a more in-depth selection process, or example those working with 
children or vulnerable adults. Your volunteering contact will be able to explain more about this.   
 
This role will require references – These will be checked as a safeguarding measure if 
shortlisted. Please contact the Diabetes UK Research Team (research@diabetes.org.uk) if you 
require assistance when choosing your referees. 
 
This role will require a basic criminal records check. 
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